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Devon Energy is officially under way with the construction of its new headquarters
building. Watching the tower come to life figures to be something special for Oklahoma
City.
Devon CEO Larry Nichols is optimistically moving forward with the 50-story, $750
million structure despite energy prices and an economy that are much different than
when Nichols first announced his plans last year. At a groundbreaking ceremony
Tuesday, Nichols said, "There has never been any doubt in our mind we need this
building and that we were going to build it. We’re planning for the future.”
An important part of Oklahoma City’s past is a reason why. Nichols said the original
MAPS project, approved by voters nearly 16 years ago, was vital to his company.
Without it, he said, Devon wouldn’t be able to attract the sort of skilled work force it
needs to be one of the world’s top independent oil and gas companies.
How often does any city in America, of any size, get to see a 50-story building
constructed? It’ll take a few years to complete, but it figures to be worth the wait.
To say that the Devon tower will change the skyline of downtown Oklahoma City is an
understatement. The entire area around Devon will be substantially changed as well.
What Devon is doing, as an employer of good jobs, is matched and maybe even exceeded
by its devotion to Oklahoma. The company’s new tower is a testament to just that.
Kudos.
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